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Release of Persistently Nonadherent TB Patients  
from Detention by Health Officer 

All citations to the California Health and Safety Code 
 
 
 
 

Health officer can detain 
patient for up to 60 days 

without obtaining a court 
order authorizing the 
patient’s detention. 

§ 121366 

 
Does patient request release 

from health care facility? 
§ 121368 

No 

Within 72 hours of patient’s 
request for release, does health 

officer apply for court 
authorization of the detention? 

§ 121366 

Within five business days of 
patient’s request for release, 

does court authorize 
detention? 

§ 121366 

 
Patient can be held in health facility 

for up to 90 days and continued 
detention is allowed if HO seeks court 

review every 90 days. 
§ 121366 

 
Court must authorize the continued 

detention of the patient. 
§ 121366 

Patient 
must be 
released 

 

Yes 

60 days 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No

No

Patient 
must be 
released 

No 

Infectious TB:  
Patient may be 

detained only for 
period of infectiousness. 

§ 121368(b) 

Patient 
must be 
released 

Active TB: 
Patient must be released 
after finishing prescribed 

treatment.  
§ 121368(c) 

 

Patient detained by 
health officer.  § 121366 


