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Public Health Law & Policy 

Who we are 

We partner with state and local leaders to improve health 

in all communities, especially the underserved. We do 

this by researching legal and policy questions, drafting 

policy language, and training community leaders to put 

these ideas to work. 
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Public Health Law & Policy 

Disclaimer 

The information provided in this discussion is for informational purposes 

only, and does not constitute legal advice. Public Health Law & Policy 

(PHLP) does not enter into attorney-client relationships. 

 

PHLP is a non-partisan, nonprofit organization that educates and informs 

the public through objective, non-partisan analysis, study, and/or 

research.  The primary purpose of this discussion is to address legal 

and/or policy opinions to improve public health.  There is no intent to 

reflect a view on specific legislation.  

 



Agenda 

Smokefree Recreational Areas 

 Importance 

 Adoption 

 Components 

 Campaign 

 Experience 
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Nicole Coxe 

Tobacco Prevention Policy Lead 

Santa Clara County Public Health Dept. 

Tobacco Prevention & Education Program 



  

What type of recreational area 

would you like to make 

smokefree? 

 
 



Why are smokefree 
recreational areas 

important? 



 

Exposure to secondhand smoke is 

unhealthy … even outdoors 



 

Cigarette butts are a source of litter 



 

Smokefree recreational areas 

promote healthy living 



Adopting a smokefree  
recreational areas policy 



Government Entities 

STATE   

 Policy for all recreational areas OR just state 
owned facilities 

 

COUNTY / CITY   

 Policy for all recreational areas in jurisdiction 
OR just county/city owned facilities 

 

PARK DISTRICT  

 Policy only for district owned recreational 
facilities 

  



Legal Authority 

“POLICE POWER”   

 Protect the health, welfare, and safety of 
residents 

 

 

  

 



Legal Authority 

“POLICE POWER”   

 Protect the health, welfare, and safety of 
residents 

 

EXAMPLES 

  

 



Components  
of a strong policy 



What? 

 

 

 



Where? 

 

 

 



Enforcement 

WHO?  

 Police 

 Parks department staff 

 Other 

 

PROTOCOL? 

 Warning 

 Citation (ticket) 

 Arrest 

 

PENALTIES? 

 
 



Other Options 

 

 

 



Policy Checklist 

 

 



For more information contact: 
 
 
 

Cook County Department of Public Health 
 

Claudius Isfan 
Smoke-Free Illinois Coordinator 

cisfan@cookcountyhhs.org  
708-633-8337 
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