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An Ordinance Of The [ Municipality (E.G. City Of _____) ]
Increasing Access to Fresh Produce by Creating a Permit Program for Sidewalk Produce Vendors
The [ Municipality ] does ordain as follows:

comment: This is introductory boilerplate language that should be adapted to the conventional form used in the jurisdiction.

SECTION I. FINDINGS. The [ Municipality ] hereby finds and declares as follows: 

WHEREAS, childhood obesity is one of the most urgent public health challenges facing the nation and the State of [ insert state of municipality ], as evidenced by the following: 

· Nationally, obesity rates have doubled in adults and tripled in children and teenagers over the past thirty years, so that two-thirds of adults and nearly one-third of children are either overweight or obese;

· In [ insert state of municipality ], obesity rates have [ insert state-specific data with citation ];

comment: See http://healthyamericans.org/state/ for state-specific information.
· In [ insert municipality], obesity rates have [insert municipality specific data with citation];

WHEREAS, obesity and its health-related complications are occurring at a much higher rate in Latino, African-American, American Indian and Alaska Native children;
 

WHEREAS, overweight children and adults are at greater risk for numerous adverse health consequences, including type 2 diabetes, heart disease, stroke, high blood pressure, high cholesterol, certain cancers, asthma, low self-esteem, depression and other debilitating diseases;

WHEREAS, the average American does not consume the recommended daily amount of fruits and vegetables;

WHEREAS, fruits and vegetables provide more than 100 dietary compounds, including vitamins and minerals;

WHEREAS, eating more fresh fruits and vegetab​les helps reduce the risk of obesity, stroke, diabetes, and other chronic diseases;

WHEREAS, many families are unable to access fresh fruits and vegetables because they live in neighborhoods with very limited access to fresh produce, known as “food deserts,” where supermarkets are rare or non-existent;
  

WHEREAS, access to healthy food retail affects diet as evidenced by the following:

· One study of food availability in the nonmetropolitan South showed that residents of food deserts were 23.4 percent less likely to eat the recommended five to nine servings of fruit and vegetables per day than those living in non-food desert counties.

· Another study determined that African American residents increased their intake of fruits and vegetables by 32 percent for each supermarket located in their census tract.

NOW THEREFORE, . . .
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