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Why Land Use Regulations?

® Establish official policy to promote and
preserve community gardens

® Make it easier to establish new gardens by
removing barriers

® Preserve existing gardens

Land Use and Community
Gardens

Quick overview of comprehensive plans
and zoning codes

Introduction to NPLAN'’s land use tools for
Community Gardens
. Model Comprehensive Plan language
. Model Zoning Ordinances:
o Community Gardens as a permitted use

o Community Gardens as an open space subdistrict

Comprehensive Plans

A Comprehensive Plan
Washtenaw County
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Comprehensive Plans

® | ong-term policy guide for physical and
economic development of jurisdiction

® Cover 10 — 30 year period
= Typically address:

o Future land use

o Traffic/transportation

o Housing
o Parks, recreation and open space areas, and

o Public facilities




Zoning Ordinances

= Set forth the regulations to implement the
policies in the comprehensive plan
= Determines

o what can and cannot be built and

o what activities can and cannot take place

o on the parcels of land throughout a community.

" Most cities have “use-
based” codes

= City is divided into

districts

Theciyol | = Different uses
ST POINT] permitted in different

__Georgio .
Nttt o ot districts

Community Gardens v.
Urban Agriculture

= Community Gardens = Urban Agriculture
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Establishing Land Use Protections
for Community Gardens

Establishing Protections for
., Community Gardens
& AFact Sheet for Advocates
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Model COMPREHENSIVE PLAN Language to Protect and
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|I~(:nml‘icﬂl\'r: Pratect existing and establish new community gardens and urban

S S it oy i e Dk sl e o More Comprehensive Plan

ion, education, and cconomic develop ities; and provide open

space and a local food source. POIiCieS

Palicies/ Actinns

Encourage the creation and operation of one community garden of no less than

[ eme | sere for every | 200 | households, [dentify neighborhoods that do nat meet
this stanclard and prioritize the establishment of new gardens in neighborhoods that
are underserved by other open space and healthy eating opportunities.

Identify existing and potential community garden sites

Adopt zoning regulations that establish community gardens
as a permitted use in appropriate locations

Encourage [ or require ] all new affordable housing units to
contain designated yard or space for residents to garden

COMMENT: Tho slandard peesenied here is based on Seatlie’s SIandard — ang community gamen

per 2,500 househoids.” This standard maiches ciosely the National Recreation and Park

Associabon's widely used “Dest prachice standards’ for 3 neighborhood park of tot lot (172 acre:
for ™)

2,500 housaholds for @ tot kot 1 scre: 5, L
that are mare or less urban will need I assoss whather this standard is appropriate for them.

Create a Community Gardening Program within the [ Parks

and Recreation Department ]

Increase support for community gardens through partnerships
with other governmental agencies and private institutions

Secure additional community garden sites through long-term
leases or through ownership as permanent public assets

*  Idemtify existing and potentinl community garden sites on pablic property, including
puarks, recreation and senior centers, public casements and right-af-ways, and surpls
property, and give high prioriy o community gardens in appropriste locations.

Adopt zoning regulations that csiablish community gardens s a permitted use in
appropriate locations. Community gardens are compatible with the | insert mames
(e, Residensial, Multifamily, Mived Use, Open Space, Industrial, Public Faciling |
land use designations shown on the General Mlan land use map,

. . II‘ e i e
Zoning Code Ordinances O

Cormeusniny Ciardbms shall omsiat of Lind e fo the suftivasian of rnans, segrsbies.
st lrmera. o b by bl . The Laad bl be e by 4 sater supply
el sy the et atm st s o the . i o] gy bnchale
bl public sl Commmenty ks e a prniticd s i fhe folloming e
[T ——" — s somamg
aharnts |t ot Fodies g gl

oMM
e et 3. o i a4 e 5 s Tt cae
14 e et st s e P | o pormmarntal te Asserwamsers (FEAL Ay
(e -
P apery ™
B
cousaT
reshey =
baattpeacnce sgancy
W) i FRR——
strturs o the panden, usars o peration, Fsrarmancy and secuit) requsrmerts
V-
e
- < b, The
e e e mamiber of e ke oo and & oy of e cperving
i the Ly |
coummur
B
. =g




Model Zoning Ordinance Language Establishing Community
Gardens as an Approved Use

Permitted Use of C ity Gard

Community Gardens shall consist of land used for the cultivation of fruits, vegetables,
plants, flowers, or herbs by multiple users. The land shall be served by a water supply
sufficient to support the cultivation practices used on the site. Such land may include
available public land, Community gardens are a permitted use in the following zones:
residential, multifamily, mixed-use, open space, industrial [ addd ovher zoning
districts | subjeet to the following regulations:

COMMENT: Some stiers may permit i to keep bees and rasse chickens
on garden sites. If so, this definition can be amended to allow these uses.

(a) Site users must provide a Phase | Environmental Site Assessment (ESA), Any
hi | sources of ination identified in the ESA must be tested 1o determine

type and level of ination; appropriate procedures must be

undertaken to ensure that soil is suitable for gardening.

Why?

= TuLsAWORLD

LOCALLY OWNED SINCE 1908
Gardening ordinance OK’
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Permitted Use

® |n designated districts:

Residential, :‘," —
»

Multi-family

Mixed-use

Open space

Industrial
Other?

® Subject to regulations

Regulations:
Balancing competing needs




Balancing competing needs Balancing competing needs

= Accessibility ' e ; = Sufficient regulation
= Community W G N for
engagement b ! o health
I 4 ) A | 3 ; % o safety

o aesthetics

Regulations —

one size doesn't fit all Soil Testing

Operating rules and
hours, garden
coordinator, fair
manner for assigning
plots

Limits on structures

and fences

Limits on sales

Restrictions on water
drainage




spacingmontréal | |NoEasy Answer

HOERSTANDING THE URBAN LANDSCAPE b COMPRENDRE LE PAYSAGE

B Phase One Environmental Sij[e A
u Testing Pratocol
» Raised'Beds

L

Soil contamination has forced the Southwest borough
to close two community gardens and part of a third.
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Land Use Regulations

Model Zoning Ordinance Language Establishing Community

Gardens Open Space (Sub)districts ®» Establish official pOlICy
Community Garilen Open Space (Sub)districts to promote and
Community Garden open space subdistricts shall consist of land divided into multiple plots preserve Community
appropriate for and limited 1o the cultivation of fruits, vegetables. plams, Nowers or herbs by d
various users. Such land may include available public land. garaens

" Make it easier to
COMMENT: Some ies may permit to keep bees and raise chickens .
on garden sites, assuming local law so permits. This definition can be amended 1o allow these eStabl ISh new gardens
s by removing barriers

= Preserve existing
gardens




Happy Gardening!
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