
As the dangers of secondhand 
tobacco smoke become increasingly 
well documented, one of the most 
important steps a community 
can take to improve the health 
of its residents is to create more 
smokefree or tobacco-free spaces.

Increasingly, many California 
communities are interested in 
limiting secondhand smoke 
exposure and tobacco use in outdoor 

areas such as beaches and coastlines. 
By addressing tobacco use outdoors, 
an ordinance prohibiting smoking 
or all tobacco use on beaches also 
helps limit tobacco-related litter.

ChangeLab Solutions’ Model 
California Ordinance Regulating 
Smoking and Tobacco Product Use on 
Beaches provides a number of policy 
options to consider when designing a  
local ordinance prohibiting smoking 

or all tobacco use on beaches.  
The ordinance language you select 
should be part of a larger strategy  
for your campaign.

To guide your planning, the 
American Lung Association in 
California’s Center for Tobacco 
Policy & Organizing has developed 
the five phase model below.

Smokefree Beaches Ordinance Checklist



Beach Ordinance Checklist
Your community has a range of policy choices to consider when designing a local land use ordinance regulating 
smoking and tobacco use on beaches. The options below are based on ChangeLab Solutions’ Model California 
Ordinance Regulating Smoking and Tobacco Product Use on Beaches, available at www.changelabsolutions.
org/publications/smokefree-beaches-ord. (Note that the policy options listed below may appear in a different 
order in the model ordinance.) Policy provisions that we consider essential already include a check mark. 
Contact us for help drafting an ordinance based on your community’s choices.

POLICY OPTIONS

WHAT IS REGULATED
þ	Smoking

o	Use of other tobacco products (e.g., smokeless tobacco)

o  Definition of tobacco product to include all nicotine and nontraditional tobacco products (e.g., nicotine water, snus)

 WHERE SMOKING OR TOBACCO USE IS PROHIBITED
þ	City- or county-owned beaches (choose one option)

o	Listed by name (e.g., Ocean Beach) OR

o	Defined as any beach within the limits of the City or County OR

o	Defined as along a shoreline extending [ 1,000 ] feet on either side of the mean high water line including all indoor 
and outdoor___________areas

o Exception:  Provide designated smoking area(s), which must be clearly defined

o	Privately owned beaches that are open to the public (e.g., resorts, swim clubs)
     o Exception:  Provide designated smoking area(s), which must be clearly defined

o	Businesses within 1,000 feet of the mean high water line (e.g., snack shops, restaurants)

o	Parking areas used to access beaches

ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS
o	Prohibit ash cans and ashtrays from being placed within an area where smoking is not permitted

o	Require property owners and managers to prevent guests from illegally using tobacco (only necessary if private beaches and 
businesses are regulated)

þ	Require that No Smoking signs be posted     

ENFORCEMENT PROVISIONS		
þ	Designate that the ordinance will be enforced by_____________________________________but also enforceable by any agency

þ	Declare violations based on illegal smoking or tobacco use to be one of the following:

o	Infractions with a fixed fine amount of $___________(cannot be more than $100), which allows a citation (a “ticket”) to be 
paid without appearing in court                          

o	The same as other violations (below)

þ	Declare other violations of the ordinance to be an infraction or a misdemeanor, decided at the discretion of the prosecuting 
attorney

o	Allow the city or county to file a civil action for any violation (civil fine can be up to $1,000)				  
	

o	Allow private citizens to get an injunction against individuals for repeat violations of the ordinance and an injunction against 
businesses for a single violation
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